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more interested in the history of the acclimatiz-
ing of the mulberry tree. From Provence Louis
XI took it to Touraine: Catherine de Medici
planted it in Orleanais. Henry IV had some
mulberry trees planted in the park at Fontaine-
bleau and in the Tmleries where they succeeded
admirably. He also encouraged a Treatise on the
Gathering of Silk by Olivier de Serres. This
earliest agricultural writer in France was much
appreciated by the king, in spite of the opposition
of Sully, who did not believe in this new fortune
for France* Documentary evidence is lacking as
to the development of the silk industry.

From 1700 to 1788, wrote Quatrefages, France
produced annually about '6,000,000 kilogrammes
of cocoons. This was decreased by one-half un-
der the Republic; wool replaced silk perhaps from
necessity, perhaps from affectation.

Napoleon I restored that luxury. The serici-
cultural industry prospered from the Imperial
Epoch until the reign of Louis Philippe, to such
an extent as to reach in one year a total of 20,-
000,000 kilogrammes of cocoons, representing
100,000,000 francs. The name of Tree of Gold
given to the mulberry, had never been better de-
served.

Suddenly all these riches fell away. A myster-
ious disease was destroying the nurseries* "Eggs,
worms, chrysalides, moths, the disease may mani-
fest itself in all the organs," wrote Dumas in his